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CONTRACTED VIEWS OF RELIGIONISTS—FIRST PRINCIPLES. | 


Ifan individual could be placed in 
some such position as that spoken of in 
the “ Vision of Mirza,” and there have 
the whole of the human family now 
living upon the earth spread out before 
him, with power to look into and ana- 
lyze their actual condition, what a pros- 
- would be unfolded before his gaze! 

he continued mutations of every 
phase of life, like the ¢hanging scenes 
of the kaleidoscope, would now stir his 
soul with pity, and anon excite his con- 
tempt. The hopes, fears, desires, and 
passion which sway them to-and-fro like 
the ever-restless waves of the ocean; 
the foibles, follies, and virtues which cha- 
racterize their existence; and the di- 
versities of faith which urge them on to 
ceaseless action, with the lights and 
shadows, the combinations of colouring, 
and peculiarities displayed in human 
life, would form a picture such as per- 
haps no mortal eye has ever been per- 
mitted to gaze on, 

One peculiarity would be certain to 
arrest his attention while looking upon 
such a scene, and that, the tenacity with 
which individuals cling to certain truths 
and hug them to their souls, to the 
exclusion of every other truth. And 
in no class would he find this peculiarity 
80 strongly develo as among those 
who make the proudest boasts of a su- 
periority of knowledge and a love of the 

emination of trath, 


The position thus supposed we can. 
partly realize by collecting together and 
arranging the facts furnished by our ex- 

rience. One section of the human 

amily ignores the utility of all secular 
knowledge, while another treats revealed 
religion with undisguised contempt. 
One individual will spend a lifetime of 
toil, sparing neither energy nor means 
in the furtherance of some pet idea, 
social, political, or religious, and look 
with scorn, and often hatred, upon those 
whose views and feelings lead them in 
another direction ; while the feeling is 
reciprocated by those who differ from 
them, and who will not permit them- 
selves to look with unprejudiced eyes 
upon the truths entertained and views 
inculcated by others who differ from 
them. But among professors of religion, 
and of that religion, too, which inculcates 
charity as the greatest among the trinity 
of heavenly virtues, there is less libe- 
rality and more of a narrow, contracted 
feeling displayed on this matter than 
among any others. One section will 
step forth with Bible in hand and de- 
nounce every soul with endless misery 
who assumes the right of exercising 
freedom of thought to differ from them 
on some point of faith or doctrine which 
they in their narrowness of soul con- 
sider the summum bonum of truth. 
Another will press forward and with 
bitterness of soul and language consign = 


wh 
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their denouncers to the hottest corner of 
a hell which they would fain heat to a 
sevenfold fierceness. Every evil passion 
which dwells in the human breast is 
stirred into action by rival religionists, 
who paint each other’s systems in colours 
black enough to satisfy the foulest- 
minded fiend that ever had an existence. 
Itisno unusual thing to hear individuals 
proclaiming in the plainest language 
they can command that mankind are 
sunk in deep depravity and steeped in 
iniquity, denouncing the entire human 
family as monstrously wicked, and their 
hearts as filled with deceit and evil ; yet 
scarcely a tongue will be raised in the 
defence of mankind. But say a word 
touching the errors of belief entertained 
by any section of socicty, advance a 
truth not included in the limited num- 
ber they hold in respect, or teach a 
principle which conflicts, even only in 
appearance, with some established dogma 
or opinion, and such a whirlwind of 
assion will be evoked as would lead a 
isinterested bystander, ignorant of the 
facts, to suppose that the dearest and 
most inalienable rights of man had been 
ruthlessly assailed. | 
_ In ages past this narrowness of belief 
and contraction of spirit led martyrs to 
the stake and put into operation the 
most diabolical and fiendish torments. 
It lit up the fires of Smithfield, hunted 
the Covenanters of Scotland like beasts 
of prey upon the mountains, shot down 
like ravenous animals defenceless men 
and women whose only crime was that 
of differing from their persecutors in 
their worship and belief, and drove 
the Puritan Fathers from their kindred 
and homes, to build up a nation in the 
wild-and unreclaimed ocean-forests of 
the Far West. In the present age it 
prompted the descendants of these same 
persecuted ones to rise in mob-madness 
and fiercely persecute the Saints of God, 
because in their belief they included 
truths not familiar to the present gene- 
ration, and at variance with established 
contracted creeds. Ifthe scenes enacted 
in America have not been witnessed 
ere in Britain, it is because law has 
been more respected, and order better 
maintained. If the Latter-day Saints 
are not consigned to the dungeon, the 
rack, and the stake, it is because men 
_- have become less religious, and more 
_ social and politic. 
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‘This spirit which operates so power- 
fully among religionists has ever been 
opposed to the spread of truth, and meets 
in an antagonistic manner every item of 
doctrine or principle revealed for the 
salvation of man not included in the 
few truths scattered among the existing 
sects. Ifa servant of God incorporates 
what are called secular truths in his 
teachings, they are rejected by pietists, 


because they are not sacred enough in — 


their estimation. If he preaches the 
doctrines upon which Paul and James 
apparently disagree, he is op D 
either section, who hold, one to Paul, and 


the other to James; and cull whatever 


truth he may from the garden of know- 
ledge, to feast the human soul therewith, 
so diversified are the faiths, so endless 
the opinions, and so closely is every 
little truth hugged to the bosom of its 


possessor, that he is bound to meet op- 


posers on every side. 

It is difficult undersuch circumstances 
to labour successfully for the welfare 
of mankind by the dissemination of 
truth; for everything advanced is sure 
to be misunderstood and misrepresented 
by some, in consequence of its being 
viewed from so many different points, 
and looked upon through so many 
colourings furnished by prejudice and 
strongly-rooted opinions. Hence it is 
that many Elders, when faithfully en- 
deavouring to carry out the instructions 
to preach the first principles, have been 
misunderstood, and have had meanings 
attached to their words which oftentimes 
they never intended to convey. Many 
have understood the first principles to 
mean only faith, repentance, baptism, 
and the laying-on of hands, and have 
iterated and reiterated these principles— 
particularly baptism, proving by multi- 

lied texts carefully culled from the 
Bible:that it is necessary men should be 
immersed in water, till an épinion has 
very extensively gained ground that we 
believe the simple act of immersion lm 
water will complete the work of salva- 
tion for man. | 

This idea, and others equally errone- 
ous, have got to be combatted in a spirit 
of wisdom and mildness, and the truth 
om and simply preached, that the 

onest among men may be benefitted 
thereby. In advancing the principles 
of the Gospel, we must consult the con- 
dition and necessities of those we 9° 


| 


LITERAL GATHERING OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, 


‘nistering to, and realize that they 
will be blessed by the truth they 
receive, not by what they reject. Hence, 
the more truth we ‘can secure their 
reception of, the more good ‘we are 
accomplishing. The continued iteration 
of one or two principles savours so 
much of the manner of the world, that 
they are apt to mistake us for something 
like themselves, and conclude that we 
desire to rob them of the little truth 
they possess, instead of endeavouring to 
deepen and extend their feelings of 
liberality, and to strengthen their love for 
and obtain their adhesion to a continuity 
of truthful principles as they are pre- 

d to receive them, and seeking to 
inculcate the retention of every truth 
they may be in possession of, and the 
rejection of every error which increasing 
light enables them to discover. 

The first principles of the Gospel are 
not so limited or contracted as to 
be comprised in simply four points of 
doctrine. It is true, faith might be 
considered in one seuse as embracing 
every principle revealed from the 
heavens ; but such principles could not 
be embraced before they were taught ; 
and it would be no more wise to teach 
every revealed principle to the inhabit- 
ants of these lands than it would be to 
introduce abstruse sciences to a child 
commencing to study the rudiments of 
education. Every principle which man 
can apply for his benefit is good for 
him to know, and every principle which 
the inhabitants of these lands can 
appreciate, and apply in the spheres in 
which they move, is requisite to be 
taught unto them. Whatever is good 
and virtuous, temperate, sober, and 

nest, peaceful, loving, and kind,— 
whatever is calculated to happify, 
ennoble, and exalt man in his $s 
and condition, may be taught him with 


safety, if done under the dictation of 


the Holy Spirit, and good results will 
accrue from it. First principles include 
morality and good order, domestic 

iness and age peace, social virtue 
and purity of life, the gathering of the 
pure in heart and the honest among 


men, the upbuilding of Zion and the 


reward of the righteous, with everythin 
that will make man a better an 


happier being than he is. Can we 
preach and practise these principles, 
to make their influence past worth be 


felt in every circle where we move P 
Can we lead man to a loftier perception 
of truth than he now possesses? Can 
we show him that we would not 
knowingly rob him of the smallest 
particle of truth which he enjoys, and 
yet convince him that truth cannot be 
contained in a nutshell, nor the Gospel — 
of life and salvation be circumscribed 
by the narrow limits of a contracted 
creed? Can we assist him to nurse the 
withering buds of holy aspirations into 
bloom and full fruition? Can we point 
the road to excellence and eternal 
exaltation, through the constant acquire- 
ment and application of truthful prin- 
ciples? Can we lead his mind to grasp 
the idea that the Spirit of God was 
given to lead man into all truth, and 
not to round off its ministrations in a 
few set forms and powerless ceremonies ? 
Can we teach his understanding that 
God is truth, that Christ Jesus is God, 
and that if we are saved and exalted in 
the celestial kingdom we shall be 
co-heirs with him, consequently, in the - 
possession of like truth ? For the accom- 
plishment of this work, the Priesthood 
is bestowed upon us; and though all will 
not believe our testimonies or receive our 
teachings, still, by rising in the dignity 
of our callings as Saints of God, and 
teaching in the spirit of charity those 
great principles which bring peace 
and joy to the souls of their possessors, 
and find a response in every honest 
heart, our words will be endorsed b 
¢ influence of heaven, simple thoug 
may be, and the multiplied 


-bléssings of God will accompany our 


ministrations. 
Let our efforts to do good be tempered 
with wisdom in all things, as the best 
means to subserve the interests of the 
great work of God, and the most 
effectual in labouring for the regenera- 
tion and redemption of fallen humanity. 


A Mopern Witt.—The following is a copy of a will left by a man who chose to be his 
own lawyer :—* This, the last wi##l and testament of me, John Thomas. I give all my 


| relations, to be divided among them the best way they can. N.B.—lIf 


Jony 


cks up a row, or makes any fuss, he isn’t to have anything. Signed by me, 


483 


484, 


LITERAL GATHERING OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. 


LITERAL GATHERING OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL. 


BY BLDER H. W. BARNETT. 


Where is the gathering-place? On 
the continent of America. This vast 
continent nas lain hid and untrodden by 
Gentile foot for many centuries. But 
the Almighty wisely guided a Columbus 
in its discovery, and inspired a Wash- 
ington in the forming of a Constitution 
of Independence, evidently preparatory 
to the introduction of the Gospel, the ga- 
thering of Israel, and the establishment 
of the kingdom of God on that land. 


Where is the country or nation so. 


well adapted for the gathering of the 
people and the development of the Go- 
vernment of God as that of the great 
Western Hemisphere? There are free 
and liberal institutions, and no Gentile 
king reigning. How judiciously has 
the Eternal God overruled the poli 

tical economy of that great nation, 
that no king should reign, nor the land 
be overrun by Gentiles, until the rise and 
establishment of the kingdom of God in 
the last days, when the powerful King 


of heaven will descend and reign in the 


midst of his people gloriously. 

How “beautiful for situation, the 
joy of the whole earth, is Mount Zion, 
on the sides of the north, the city of the 
great king,” sang the Psalmist David. 
And he sang truly. For how vast and 
picturesque art thou, O land of the 
west! How diversified and lofty are 
thy mountains, O inheritance of Israel! 
How fertile and luxuriousare thy valleys, 
O land of Joseph! How beauteous are 
thy lakes, rivers, and streams, O land 
of Zion! Thou art greatly favoured, 
for the Most High has chosen thee for 
the abode of his people. Among those 
lofty, pleasant hills, thou, O Zion, shalt 
§: = on thy strength” and thy “ beau- 
tiful garments,” and command the ad- 
miration and “ Joy of the whole earth.” 
Behold! all ye inhabitants of the earth, 
on yonder lofty mountains Jehovah's 
standard of life, liberty, and peace is 
now unfurled to all the world. The 
doors of Zion's chambers are widely 
opened, and the honest-hearted—the 


pailanthropist and magnanimous of all | E 


nations, kindreds, tongues, and people— 
may enter therein and partake of Li- 
berty’s glorious feast, and the life-givin 
eg of the Gospel and kingdom o 
| Proclaim it loudly, O ye Elders 


of Israel, in the cities, towns, eal ee. 


lages of your labours. , Tell them that 
on yonder distant mountain God's house 
is rearing, and let the people flow unto 
it, to learn of his “ ways” and walk 
in his “‘ paths ;” for the time is nearing 
when only there men shall find 


and refuge while God’s judgments 


stalk the earth. Troublesome times are 
approaching ; and, even now, distress of 
nations, plagues, famines, pestilence, 
bloody wars, and sore calamities are 
threatening the whole earth. Vast will 
be the number of the warriors slain. 
Babylon's cities will dolefully ring with 
the neuualond of widows and weepi 
orphans. But the Lord God of tient 
has, in his unbounded goodness, pre- 
pared a hidingplace for his people. 
“Come, my people,” saith the Lord, 
“enter thou into a8 chambers, and 
shut the doors about thee: hide thyself, 
as it were, for a little moment, until the 
indignation be overpast.” (Isa. xxvi.20.) 
Do I hear any of God's people say— 

“ We are poor and afflicted; we get but 
little for our labour ; our food is scanty, 
and therefore we are unable to do as 
much as we should like for emigration.” 
God knows you are poor enough ; 
nevertheless, do your utmost towards 
the accomplishment of the desired ob- 
ject. Confidence in God your heavenly 
Father, with your own faithfulness and 

erseverance, will surely bring you & 

appy deliverance. What can hinder 
J divine from coming 
topassP? The “ North” must“ 
and the “South keep not back.” te 
will gather his “sons from far,” and 
his “daughters from the ends of the 
earth.” (Isa. xliii. 6,9; Jer. xxxi. 8.) 
The seashall not huld back his prog As 
his power was mightily displayed in the 
emancipation, of the children of Terael 
from Egyytian bondage, so shall it ‘be 
manifested in the gathering of modern 
Israel from all parts of the earth whither 
they have been scattered. “The Lord 
shall utterly destroy the tongue of the 
tian sea; and with his mighty wind 
shall he shake his hand over the river, 
and shall smite it in the eet ames 
and make men go over ‘ 

“ Ah, but this is all soiiteal: God's 
gathering-place isin heaven,” answers®? 


‘ 
PS 
r 
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objector. Butnotso. Like as it was to 
Israel in the day he came out of the 
land of Egypt, so it will be with Israel 
in the latter times. Was Israel’s deli- 
yerance from Egyptain oppression only 
jimaginary—spiritual ? ere the in- 
heritances promsed to them, and their 
dispersion, merely spiritual? The 
people ey hunger and 
mourn, Look into the cities of our 
Christian land, which are flooded with 
vice. See the thousands of poor des- 
-pised prostitutes that nightly travel the 
streets of these cities. 
diabolical exhibitions in the domiciles 
and market-places of our country— 
fighting, swearing, cheating, plunder- 
ing, drunkenness, indecencies, with a 
multiplicity of other follies and wicked- 
ness. See the multiplied lists of rob- 
beries, seductions, infanticides, suicides, 
and murders continually occurring. Of 
such soul-sickening abominations the 
newspapers furnish the world with a 
catalogue weekly. This is Babylon, 
and nothing short of a literal gathering 
will emancipate God's people from it. 
‘Shall the Saints of the Most High dwell 
much longer among her dire iniquities ? 
Hark! Hear Heaven’s voice— Come 
out of her (Babylon), my people, that 
ye be not partakers of her sins, and 
that ye receive not of her plagues.” 
(Rev. xviii. 4.) Arise, O ye Latter- 
day Saints, and obey Heaven’s call ; 
for “Babylon the Great is fallen, is 
fallen, and is become the habitation of 
devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, 
and a cage of every unclean and hateful 
bird.” (Rev. xviii. 2.) Shall the people 
of the Lord continue cooped up in 
Babylon with the “ hateful, foul,” and 
“unclean”? How repugnant to the 
Saint is the thought that he is dwelling 
in the dark and wicked “ habitation of 
devils!” On the contrary, it is not 
pleasant to dwell with the wicked and 
ungodly. Then ‘come out of her,” 
4d to the mountains of Ephraim haste 
, Sway. Return to the land of your 
Jethers, with “songs of everlasting joy 
oon your heads,” (Isaiah xxxv. 10;) 
‘Le long-looked-for deliverance has 
“Ome. “Behold, I will send for man 
ers, saith the Lord, and they shall 
4 them; and after I will send for 
many hunters, and they shall hunt them 
~m every mountain, and from every 


hill, and cut of the holes of the rocks. 
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flow together to the 
Lord, for wheat, and for wine, and for 
oil, and for the oung of the flock and 
of the herd; an : 


Look at the. 


‘less 


‘Gomorrah destroyed by 


And I will take you one of a city, and. 


two of a family, and I will bring you to 


Zion. And I will give you pastors 


according to mine heart, which shall 


feed you with knowledge and under- 
standing.” 

The ransomed of the Lord “shall come 
and sing in the height of Zion, and shall 


oodness of the 


their soul shall be as 


a watered garden, and they shall not 
sorrow any more at all. Then shall the 


virgin rejoice in the dance, both young 


men and old together ; for I will tarn 
their mourning i::to joy, and will com- 
fort them, and make them rejoice from 
their sorrow.” (Jer. xxxi. 12, 13.) 


(Jer. xvi. 16, iij. 14, 15.) 


Hark! listen! how the mountains of 


Israel resound with sweet music! the 
thrilling harmonies of the fine-stringed 


instruments, with a splendid choir'of 


melodious voices chorusing the match- 


the bloomin 
men and old together,” rejoicing in the 
merry dance. 

Arise, ye Saints of latter days, and 
tarry not. Flee ye to your mount 
home in the West, even to the goodness 


of your God. If you would escape the | 


punishment of disobedience, fly to the 
chambers” of Zion, your 
Remember the “ten virgins.” Be ye 
not of the “ foolish,” but of the “‘ wise.” 


‘Keep oil in your “lamps,” that you 


may light up your path Zi:n-ward. 


“ Behold, the Bridegroom cometh ; go 


ye out to meet him.” (Matt. xxv. 6.) 


—- of God Omnipotent! and. 
maidens, with the “ young ~ 


Ah, says the objector, it is spiritual! 


it is all spiritual! It is heaven that is 


meant,” in 
us revert to the history of the past. 

See the world flooded—the wicked 
in the watery deep perishing in their 
sins, while the righteous few are floating 
securely in the ark of salvation. But 
for a hundred and the 
Prophet Noah had preached the 


unto them, but they heeded nat his 


voice of warning. ‘They eatand drank, 
slept and dreamed, until the floods 


descended and buried them in their 
| wickedness. 


| ile cities of Sodom and 
See also the vile ci ag bs They hed 


been warned to flee, but they heeded not. 


Lot “seemed as one 


Li 


position to this view, let 


that mocked” unto 


F 
| 
| 
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them. They shamefully insulted the 
angels. The faithful three “ escaped to 
the mountains.” Then the fires of the 
Almighty rained down upon the vile 
cities and burned them to ashes. 

See, again, an empire in ruins— 
temples, synagogues, and edifices, vast 
and magnificent, all levelled to the 
ground. No less a city this than 
Jerusalem, The Gospel had been 
preached unto them by Jesus and his 
Apostles, but they despised the truth, 
and persecuted, stoned, and killed those 
that were sent unto them with the 
principles of eternal life. Jesus, in his 
solemn meditation over Jertsalem, 
uttered the following :—‘*O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, thou that killest the Prophets, 
and stonest them which are sent unto 
thee, how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, 
and ve would not. Behold your house 
is left unto you desolate.” (Matt. xxiii. 
37. 38.) How expressive! As the hen 
3 oo her brood under her win 

rom storms and dangers, so Jesus would 
have gathered his people under the 
protecting wings of his power against 
the calamities decreed upon the nation. 
**Then let them which be in Judea flee 
into the mountains.”” (Matt. xxiv. 16.) 
Alas! the strong armies of Rome laid 
the city Jerusalem in ruins. 

Again we read—‘“ And ye 


ANG: 
of wars and rumours of wars; 
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nation shall rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom; and there 
shall be famines, and pestilences, and 
earthquakes in divers places.” (Matt. 
xxiv. 6, 7.) And, again—*“For the 
indignation of the Lord is upon all 
nations, and his fury upon all their 
armies: he hath utterly destroyed 
them. He hath delivered them to tke 
slaughter. Their slain also shall be 
cast out, and their stink shall come up 
out of their carcases, and the mountains 


shall be melted with their blood. For 
itis the day of the Lord’s vengeance, 


and the year of the recompense for the 
controversy of Zion.” (Isaiah xxxiy, 
2, 3.4.) Itis already working in the 
United States. The mountain “stone,” 
the kingdom of God is rolling forth in 
that direction, breaking in “pieces” 
as it rolls; for the way must be pre- 
ared for the establishment of the 
leahias of God on that land and 
in all the world. But the wise God is 
hiding up his people in the “ chambers” 
of the far West, until a portion of his 
fierce “indignation” be overpast.” 
Roll on, great kingdom of the Lord, 
and fill the earth with thy power. Roll 
on till ‘the kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of his Christ.” Roll on till thou art 
the first grand ruling power of the 
world—all-powerful in righteousness, 
‘ majesty, and glory! 


ANS of 


C 
(Continued from pagé Chrisy 


I calculate to be one of the instruments 
of setting up the kingdom of Daniel by the 
word of the Lord, and I intend to lay a 
foundation that will revolutionize the whole 
world. I once offered my life to the Missouri 
mob as a sacrifice for my people, and here 
Tam. It will not be by sword or gun that 
this kingdom will roll on: the power of 
truth is. such that all nations will be under 
the necessity of obeying the Gospel. The 

iction 1s that army will be against army : 
it may be that the Sain‘s will have to beat 
their ploughs into swords, for it will not do 
for men to sit down and see their chisdren 
destroyed patiently. | 

My text is on the resurrection of the dead, 
which 
John—‘In my Father’s house are many 
_ Mansions.’ It should be—‘ In my Father's 

- kingdom are many kingdoms,’ in order that 

ye may be heirs of God and joint-heirs with 


you will find in the 14th chap. of. 


me. I do not deli thodist doctrine 
of sending honest men and noble-minded 
men to hell, along with the murderer and 
adulterer. They may hurl all their hell and 
fiery billows upon me, for they will roll 
me as fast as they come on. But I have an 
order of things to save the poor fellows at 
any rate, and get them saved; for te 
send men to preach to them in prison, 4 
save them if I can. 
There are many mansions for those who 
obey a celestial law, and there are other 
mansions for those who come short of th 
law, every man in his own order. | ae 4 
is baptism, &c., for those to exercise 
are alive, and baptism for the dead 
without the knowledge of the Gospel. 
am going on in my progress : 
life. ft necessary that you 
should be: baptized for your dead, but you 
will have to go through all the 


| 


for them, same as you have gone through to 
save yourselves. There will be 144,000 
saviours on Mount Zion, and with them an 
innumerable host that no man can number. 
Oh! I beseech you to go forward, go 
forward, and make your calling and 
your election sure ; and if any man 

h any other Gospel than that which 
Phere preached, he shall be cursed ; 
and some of you who now hear me shall 
see it, and know that I testify the truth 
concerning them. 

In regard to the law of the Priesthood, 
there should be a place where all nations 
shall come up from time to time to receive 
their endowments; and the Lord has said 
this shall be the place for the baptism for the 
dead. Every man that has been baptized 
and belongs to the kingdom has a right to 
be baptized for those who are gone before ; 
and, as soon as the law of the Gospel 
is obeyed here by their friends who act as 
proxy for them, the Lord has administrators 
there to set them free. A man may act as 
proxy for his own relatives ; the ordinances 
of the Gospel which were laid out befcre the 
foundation of the world have thus been 
fulfilled by them, and we may be baptized 
for those whom we have much friendship 
for; but it must first be revealed to the man 
of God, lest we should run too far. ‘ Asin 
Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be 
made alive ;’ all shall be raised from the 
dead. The Lamb of God hath brought to 

ass the resurrection, so that all shall rise 

m the dead, 

God Almighty himself dwells in eternal 
fire: flesh and blood cannot go there, for all 
Corruption is devoured by. the fire. Our 
God is a consuming fire. When our flesh 
1s quickened by the Spirit, there will be no 
blood in this tabernacle. 
higher glory than others. : 

Those who have done wrong always have 
that wrong gnawing them. Immortality 
dwells in everlasting burnings. I will from 
time to time reveal to you the subjects that 
are revealed by the Holy Ghost to me. All the 
lies that are now hatched up against me are 
of the Devil, and all the influence of the 

il and his servants will be used against 
the kingdom of God. The servants of God 
teach nothing but principles of eternal life : 

y their works ye shallknow them. A good 
man will speak good things and holy prin- 
“ples, and an evil man evil things.. I feel, 
in the name of the Lord, to rebuke all such 

principles, liars, &c., and warnall ofyou 
tolook out whom youaregoingafter. I exhort 
you to give heed to all the virtue and 
teachings which I have given you. All 
men who are :mmortal dwell in everlasting 
rings. You cannot go anywhere but 
Where God can find you out. All men are 
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born to die, and all men must rise; all must 
enter eternity. 3 

In order for you to receive your children 
to yourself, you must have a promise—some 
ordinance, some blessing, in order fo ascend 
above principalities, or else it may be an 
angel. They must rise just as they died: 
we can there hail our lovely infants with the 
same glory—the same loveliness in the 
celestial glory, where they all enjoy alike. 
They differ in stature, in size: the same 
glorious spirit gives them the likeness of 
glory and bloom; the old man with his 
silvery hairs will glory in bloom and beauty. 
Noman can describe it to you—no man 
can write it. 

When did I ever teach anything wrong — 
from this stand? When was I ever con- — 
founded? I want to triumph in Israel 
before I depart hence and am no more seen. 
I never told ycu I was perfect; but there 
is no error in the revelations which I have 
taught. Must I, then, be thrown away as a 
thing of naught ? 

I enjoin for your consideration, Add to 
your faith virtue, love, &c. I say, in the 
name of the Lord, if these things are in 
you, you shall be fruitful. I testify that no 
man has power to reveal it but myself— 
things in heaven, in earth, and hell; and 
all shut your mouths for the future. I 


commend you all to God, that you may 


inherit all things; and may God add his 
blessing. Amen.” 
May, 1844.—My brother Hyrum and 
Elder Lyman Wight also addressed the — 
Saints. 
My brother Hyrum received an 
anonymous letter, supposed to have 
been written by Joseph H. Jackson, 
threatening his life, and calling upon 
him to make his peace with God, for he 
would soon have to die. 
At 3 p.m. I attended prayer are 
in the Council room. William Smi 
and Almon W. Babbitt were present. 
The room was full, and we all prayed 
for deliverance from our enemies and 
exaltation to such offices as will enable. 
the servants of God to execute righteous- 
ness in the earth. 7 | 
I copy the following from the Times 
and Seasons :— | 
THE ‘ NEIGHBOUR.’ 
Mr. Editor,— 3 
Before taking my farewell of your beau- 
tiful and growing city, I avail myself of a 
few leisure moments In expressing some 
my views and conclusions of the Prophet 
Joe and the Mormons. In the first place, 
allow me to say that the Mormons, as a 
people, have been most woefully misrepre- 
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sented and abused, and, in ninety-nine 
instances out of a hundred, by persons who 
‘know nothing of their principles and doc- 
trines. 

Before visiting this place, my mind was 
very much prejudiced against the Mormons, 
from reports which I had listened to in 
travelling through the different States ; and 
I presume, if I had never taken oecasion to 
inform myself of their religion and views, 
my mind would have still remained in the 
same condition. There is not a city within 
my knowledge that can boast of a more 
enterprising and indust‘ious people than 
can Nauvoo. Her citizens are enlightened, 
and possess many advantages in the arts 
and sciences of the day, which other cities 


of longer standing cannot boast: ina word, 
Nauvoo bids fair to soon outrival any city 
in the West. 
General Smith is a man who 
the political history of his country, as well 
as the religious history of the world, as 
rfectly as any politician or religionist I 
ave ever met with. He advances ideas, 
which, if carried into effect, would great] 
benefit the nation in point of commerce a 


finance ; and, while he maintains and philo- | 


sophically shows that our country is 


approaching a fearful crisis, which, if not 


arrested, will end in disgrace to the country, 
and cause our national banner to hug its 
mast in disgust and shame, clearly points 
out the remedy. 


(To be continued. ) 


Saturpay, Aveust 3, 1861. 


WORK WHILE THE DAY LASTS. 
| 


_ Ar no period, for many years past, has the field for the preaching of the Gospel 
throughout these lands been so free from obstructions and difficulties as it is at 
the present time. From all parts of the United Kingdom, from Scandinavia, 
and the Continent, the news reaches us of the good prospects there are before the 
Elders, and the willingness there is being manifested by the people to listen 
quietly and without opposition to the testimonies berne by the servants of God. 
In the labours of the harvest-field, when the grain is ripe and ready to be cut 
down, there are days that are unfavourable to the harvesters; thunder and 
lightning, wind and rain interfere to prevent the accomplishment of the work, 
or to render it disagreeable. There are other days that are all that could be 
wished, being every way favourable to the performance of the needed labour. 
Of this Jatter class, in the harvest of souls, are the days we now enjoy; and as in 
the harvest of grain the husbandman that would not avail himself of fine plea- 
sant weather to perform his labours would be considered lazy and an enemy t0 
his own interests, so also with the Priesthood and Saints: if they should not avail 
themselves of the present favourable and Heaven-sent opportunities, they would 
be derelict in their duty to God and his cause, and bring themselves under con- 
demnation. When the fires of persecution burn fiercely, when opposition to the 
truth rages in the midst of the people, and when their hearts are steeled against 
the truth, and every avenue to their feelings is barred up against every evidence oF 
testimony in its favour by hateful prejudices, then, though the servants of God 
may labour diligently, there seems to be but little accomplished. 
This was the case throughout Christendom during the years 1857 and 1858. 
Every evil agency under the control of the Arch-Enemy of truth was busily en- 
gaged in exerting its influence and power against the work of God. Hell was 


| 
THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


moved from beneath; and, united with the men on the earth who would pets 


into league with or be governed by them, they made a grand effort to overwhelin 
the Saints. During this period it was in vain that the voices of the Priesthood 
and people were raised in advocacy and defence of the principles of righteous- 
ness. Satan had so beclouded their understanding, and enveloped them in thick 
darkness, and deceived them by the lies that he had caused to be circulated, that 
they had no more effect, apparently, than if they had been addressed to the 
raging waves of the sea. Since that period, the reaction has gradually been 
taking place, until now we find the spirit of opposition and persecution compara 
tively extinct, and a disposition to listen and investigate manifesting itself among 
the people, and among many, too, who have in past times been our persecutors. 
There is, without doubt, a wise design on the part of our Heavenly Father in 
the bringing about of this favourable condition of affairs. His watchcare is over 
His people and all the inhabitants of the earth, and He orders and overrules 
everything for their good and the accomplishment of His purposes. Since the 
trial referred to above, to which the people of God were subjected, and from which 
they have just emerged, mighty changes have been inaugurated—changes which, 
in their operation, affect every people to some extent more or less. The earth 
is threatened with revolution, which will affect the nations in every department. 
Commerce already experiences the premonitory symptoms of that shock which 
will be felt in all its consequences and horror when Babylon shall fall, when the 


kings of the earth shall bewail her and lament for her, and when the merchants of the. 


earth shall weep and mourn over her, because no man buyeth their merchandise 
anymore. The difficulties in the United States have had a very injurious effect 


upon trade in this and the continental nations. Bankruptcy and disaster among 


capitalists and manufacturers have followed the stoppage of orders from America, 
and want stares the poor in the face. To this very dreary condition of affairs is 
added the prospect of war not being far distant, There is not a government in 
Europe that is not apprehensive of war, and that is not fearful that it may come 


upon them before they are prepared to meet it. They make protestations of 


peace; but in singular contrast with these are the constant preparations for war 
which one sees on all sides in Europe. This subject is very forcibly touched 
upon by an intelligent and unprejudiced French writer, M. Gratry, in his late 


work, ‘La Paix; Méditations.” He says— 
“When has Europe had under arms four millions of soldiers? It is covered over with 
citadels and armed to the teeth. Every day are invented with feverish haste and ardour 
hew engines of destruction. Fleets are multiplied, ships are covered with armour, floating 
itadels are built, and batteries to move on the waters. England, for the first time in her 
history, is girding herself round with fortresses ; and it is the 19th century that England 
awaited todo so. Tradesmen are turned into soldiers. Germany, the learned rage 
Switzerland, the neutral and pacific, exercise themselves in the handling of weapons. 
madness has reached the United States of America. As for France, she has within the last 
fen years doubled her war taxes, as England has during the same years doubled hers, 
rance borrows millions for war, and England does the same. Aust borrows, Russia 
borrows, Piedmont borrows; and all, without excepting the smallest, borrow, and still for 
var. The Turk, too, wants to borrow; for a part of his troops have been without pay for 
the last three years. And what is still more frightful even than all this material preparation 
is, that at this moment are heard on all sides the mutterings of anger, and that men’s minds 


are devoured by rage.” | 
It is well, before the storm bursts in all its fury and terror upon the nations, 


that the softening influences of the Spirit of God should be felt by the people. 


The honest-in-heart are to be gathered out. This interval of peace, this softening 
of man’s prejudices will favour the accomplishment of this desirable work. bp : 
Gospel can now be preached with but little interruption throughout the cities 


* 


— 490 MINUTES OF A CONFERENCE. 

and villages of this thickly-populated country. Never, probably, since its first 
proclamation to the inhabitants of these lands, could this be more effectually done 
_ than at present. Every officer and member in this Church should gladly seize 
this favourable opportunity to disseminate a knowledge of the truth, and to warn 
in humility and with wisdom their friends and neighbours, that all may be left 
without excuse. When God is so signally working with us, and over-ruling 
matters for our good, we should not stand idly by and let the good season 
slip fruitlessly past us. He it is who controls the affairs of men, and who 
produces these favourable changes which stand out in such strong contrast with 
the times when blind passion and prejudice rule in their breasts. We know 


not how long this favourable season may last. This, however, is certain—— 


there will not be one day of it too many. We must work while it is day, for the 
might soon cometh when no man can work. Every sign of the times proclaims 
unmistakably that that night is not far distant—a night of gloom, a night of 
sorrow, and of extreme misery. When it does come, if we as Elders and men- 
bers of the Church of Christ do our duty now, we shall have the satisfaction of 
knowing that we have done all in our power to deliver mankind from its conse- 
quences, and that, whatever might befall them, our garments are clean from their 
blood. 


MINUTES OF A CONFERENCE 
HELD IN LONDON, ON SUNDAY, JULY 14, 1861, 


2.30, p.m. 
On the stand, the Presidency of 
the European Mission—]\lders Amasa 
M. Lyman, Charles C. Rich, and George 
Q. Cannon. 


Sider 


Brown, of the London, Kent, and Essex 
Conferences; Elder James 8. Brown, 
of the Nottingham, Derby, Leicester, 
and Lincolnshire Conferences; and 
Elder William Bramall, of the South- 
ampton, Reading, and Dorsetshire Con- 
ferences. 

Conference Presidents—Elder Wil- 
liam CO. Staines, of London; J oseph Bull, 
of Bedfordshire ; Samuel L. Adams, of 
Warwickshire; and George Reed, of 
Reading. 

Travelling Elders—George J. Taylor, 
Francis M. Lyman, Thomas O. Stayner, 
and George Reynolds, of the London 
Conference ; Joseph C. Rich, of Notting- 
ham; and John Lindsay, of Essex. 

The weather proved propitious, and 
the large hall was crowded to excess, a 
great number of strangers being present. 

After singing a hymn, prayer was 
offered by Elder 5 bea! S. Brown, 
followed by another enlivening hymn, 


in which nearly the whole congregation 
joined ; at the conclusion of which, 
Elder Staines advanced to the stand 
and said — “ Brethren, Sisters, and 
Friends,—I rise on this occasion to 
make a few remarks in reference to the 
business matters pertaining to thi 
Conference, and to lay before you 4 
statement of its present condition and 
prospects.” He then stated that the 
Semi-Annual Statistical Report for the 
past half-year showed an increase of 


eighty by baptism and an emigration 


of eighty-one, and remarked—* Since 
Brother Cook left, I have been acting 
his place as President of this Con- 
ference, havirg been appointed ekg 
this position ‘by the Presidency ° 
this Mission. Since I have held this 
office, I have endeavoured to magn! 

it to the-best of my ability, and it has 
been my constant endeavour to promote 
the interests of the cause of truth i 
the Conference over which my jurisdie- 
tion extends. And here let me at 
that all my efforts have been faith “ 
seconded by the Priesthood of # 

Conference labouring in connection W! 

me. In the course of events, 


] 
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been deemed wisdom by President 


Brown and myself todispense with some 
of the halls of meeting in London and 
its vicinity; but, as you can perceive, 
by reference to our Statistical Report, 
this lias not been in consequence of any 
numerical retrogression by apostacy of 
members, but is the result of our late 
emigration. Our halls, I am nappy to 
say, are rapidly becoming replenished, 
delinquent members are rallying around 
us, and the work here in London is 
onward. This causes me to rejoice in 
my labours. But, as I have frequently 
observed, ‘ This work, this kingdom, is 
not represented here, or in Liverpool, 
but in the Mountains. It is there its 
development and power are seen and 
felt to the fullest extent. If the 
thousands we have emigrated had 
remained here, we should have had 
many large assemblies of people, not 
only in London, but throughout the 
Mission. I am pleased to see our 
brethren of the Presidency here to-day, 
and hope we shall be able to carry out 
their instructions this morning. My 
prayer is that the blessing of the 
Almighty may rest upon them while 
they shall continue to address us this 


day.” 
President Rich then rose and remarked 
that we were assembled for the purpose 
of transacting the business of the London 
C.nference, and said—“ I trust all will 
feel an interest in giving their assent or 
dissent to the propositions which will 
be presented in relation to sustaining 
the existing authorities of the Church. 
are free agents. Let us endeavour 
to make a proper use of this agency, 
that our efforts may be productive of 
good to ourselves and the cause of 
truth. I am pleased to hear the good 
report of the state of affairs in this 
onference, I can report the same 
Concerning the work throughout the 
Mission, so far as we have visited the 
various Districts and Conferences. In 
most «f the Districts the reports for the 
past half-year show a considerable 
increase in the number of baptisms 
over that of those emigrated, although 
we have shipped for New York this 
Season nearly two thousand souls, most 
of whom will go through to the Moun- 
tains direct. In passing through the 
States (of America), this number will 
considerably augmented, as we learn 


almost universal. 


| 
by late advices that the disposition 
among the Saints there to gather out is 

And the work is progressing. not only 
in this country and the States of 
America, but in otherlands. In Scan- 
dinavia alone, there have been added 
to the Church, within the past half- 
year, some 912 souls, and our advices 
from other countries indicate unmis- 
takably that the cause of truth is 
steadily gaining ground. 

It is usual, when assembled as at pre- 
sent in a Confercnce capacity, to present 
the names of thosé holding authority in 
the Church, in order that you may sus- 
tain or reject them by your votes. In 
voting, we wish you to act freely; but 
if you vote to-sustain those proposed, we 
wish you to act up to your covenant. 
He then moved—lIst, that we sustain 
Brigham Young as Prophet, Seer, and 
Revelator, and President of the Church 
of Jesus Christ throughout all the 
world, with Heber C. Kimball and 
Daniel H. Wells as his Counsellors; 
2nd, that we sustain the Twelve Apos- 
tles, with Orson Hyde as their President; 
3rd, that we sustain all the authorities 
as at present organized in Zion; 4th, 
that we sustain Amasa M. Lyman, 
Charles C. Rich, and George Q. Cannon 
as the Presidency of the European Mis- 
sion; 5th, that we sustain Elder John 
Brown as District President of the Lon- 
don, Kent, and Essex Conferences; 6th, 
that we sustain Elder William C. Staines 
as President of the London Conference ; 
7th, that we sustain Elders George J. 
Taylor, Francis M. Lyman, Thomas OC. 
Stuyner, and George Reynolds as Tra- 
velling Elders in the London Conference: 
all which motions were duly seconded | 
and carried unanimously. 

President Cannon was then introduced 
to the congregation Shine Lyman, 
and proceeded to address the assembly, 
followed by President Lyman ou the 
same subject [a partial report of which 
discourses will appear in a subsequent 
Number of the Star]. 

- Congregation sang a hymn. Bene- 
diction by Elder Staines. } 


6.30, p.m. 


Long before the time appointed for 
the opening of the meeting, people began 


flocking into the hall. 


4 
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After a hymn was sung, prayer was 
offered by Elder Lindsay. 

President Lyman advanced to the 
stand, when it seemed as though ever 
nook and corner of the spacious hall 
was literally crammed with people, while 
numbers unable to gain access to the 
body of the hall were thronging the 
entrance and sidewalk immediately 
fronting it. Having read from the Bible 
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that portion of the Sermon on the Mount 
contained in the 6th chapter of Matthew 
he proceeded to deliver an eloquent dis. 
course, which was listened to by the 
crowded assembly with profound at- 
tention. 

The Conference concluded by singing 
—‘‘ Praise God, from whom all blessi 
flow ;” and benediction was pronounced 
by President Cannon. 
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ENGLAND. 
BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE. 
Birmingham, July 10, 1861. 


Dear Brother Cannon,—I enclose you 
the Quarterly Financial Report of this 
Conference. I did purpose sending 
likewise a list of our liabilities for last 

uarter; but, on second thought, I 

eemed it unnecessary, as I trust, if 
God —. us as hitherto, we. will 
_ pay up all this quarter, as well as this 
quarter’s dues, or nearly so. 

The Conference is in good working 
order, and everything goes on very 
well. The Priesthood are engaged in 
warning the people, and in all our 


endeavours to disseminate the truth the | 


Lord is moving, and a good harvest is 
anticipated after the sowing of so much 
seed. We are baptizing weekly, and 
have several on the brink. There is no 
excitement, but a steady progress. 
The spirit of the counsels and remarks 
in the Star is enjoyed, and the result is 
beneficial and safe. We have much 
open-air preaching throughout the Con- 
ference, and camp meetings in several 
places. The brethren are united with 
me in all things, and the Saints are.up 
_ and awake to their duty, enjoying the 
Spirit of the Lord, with the desire to 
emigrate to the fastnesses’ of. Zion 
burning in their bosom. I know not of 


any spirit of discontent. in any respect ; | 


nor do [ recollect, just now, of any 
unpleasant cases throughont the Con- 
ference. Every Branch and District is 
well organized to meet every emergency. 
A fatherly saving spirit pervades and 
moves in the Priesthood. I have no 


fears at any time, nor at any place, but | 


that a straight-forward, consistent, and 
liberal course and policy will succeed 
and work out a glorious result in the 


charge. 


spread of the truth, the ennobling of the - 


feelings of the Saints, and the removing 
of any spirit of discontent and suspicion, 

The Saints generally here, as in other 
places, are like melted wax; noble and 
generous impressions can be madeu 
them, and they can be moulded toa 
graceful form and symmetry, as grace 
and beauty are exercised upon and 
around them. It were a pity, then, 
that their confidence and love should be 
abused, and they should assume refrac- 
tory and deformed appearances, even for 
awhile. The Saints, however, rejoice 
everywhere, and are perfectly satisfied 
with, and grateful for, the spirit and 

olicy diffused throughout the Mission, 
by brothers Lyman, Rich, and yourself, 
and those immediately under your 
Our labours are duly appre- 
ciated, and we have cause to rejoice 
that God is crowning our labours with 
success. The harvest is plenteous—the 
labourers are few and weak; yet God 
manifests his power with his people and 
the nations, and his purposes are 
developed to the joy of the honest in 
heart. Zion is the attraction of all, dnd 
its state and condition are almost envied; 
and well it may be, for all who will not 
lift up their swords against their fellows 
will try to flee thither. : 

I pray God to continue his blessings 
and favours towards us, that we ra 
be humbly instrumental in dog 
during our mission, in bringing many 
souls to righteousness, building up 
Saints as the children of God, an 
keeping our hearts pure, that we mey 
be successful in the prosecution of our 
labours on the earth. ve 

With love to Presidents Lyman th 
Rich, yourself, and all co-workers m e 
ministry; I am yours truly, 


& 685 & 


y 
‘ 
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WILTSHIRE CONFERENCE. 
July 12, 1861. 
President Cannon. 
Dear Brother,—I have been thinking 


of writing to you for some time, but have | 


put it off, wishing to see what good 
could be done here. When [I first came 
to this country, brother Halliday kept 
me in Bristol the most of the time until 
April. I was then called upon to act as 
President of this (the Wiltshire) Con- 
ference. I felt my weakness in taking 
upon myself the responsibilities of such 
an office; but, as our religion teaches 
us to obey those that are placed over 
us, and t¢ do that which we are called 
upon to do, and never say “‘I can’t,” 
but always “I will try,” I felt like 
going forth, not in my own strength, but 
inmy weakness, relying upon my God 
to give me power and wisdom to enable 
me to fulfil every duty I was called upon 
to perform. I pray God I may be 
enabled to do much good while I am 
here, and be a blessing to the Saints. 
and to the world by bringing those I 
may come in contact with to a know- 
ledge of the truth; and for the little good 
I may do I will give the praise to Him 
to whom belongs all power, honour, and 
glory. There are on y two of us from 
the Valley in this Conference—brother 
Rhees and myself. We are trying to 
encourage the Saints to have more faith 
in God, and live more closely to Him. 

In some parts of the Conference the 
out-door preaching does first-rate ; but 
around here it is a hard old place. One 
of our brethren went out with another, 
and he got beaten shamefully; andhe was 
anold man, too. He asked them what 
they did it for, and they said the heads 
of the place told them to do it. He said 
he thought they would have killed him. 

The Saints in Bath have now got a 
oom in about as respectable a part of 
the town as we could get into. Last 
Wednesday night the mob gathered 
around there; but we had just before 
given out to the Saints that we would 
not hold our week-night meetings for a 
time, The mob, not finding us there, 
smashed in our front windows. The 
police took one, and he was fined 2s. 6d. 
and costs. 

My pag is that we may be blessed, 
and all my brethren, and: that the 
Church 9 
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our God may roll forth | | 
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Rich in all your duties. I remain your 
brother in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 


Tuomas Owen Kine. 


SOUTHAMPTON CONFERENCE. 
_ Southampton, July 22, 1861. 
President Cannon. 


Dear Brother,—Since my appointment. 


to the presidency of this Conference, I 


| throughout the world, I pray God to 
bless you and brothers Lyman and 


have endeavoured to make myself 


acquainted with its situation, an 
happy to say that from the beginning 
[have founda very good spirit pervading 
it almost throughout. 

The Saints generally feel well, and are 
increasing and progressing in the know- 
ledge and practice of the truth. I find 
them willing to receive our counsels and 
striving to build up the kingdom accord- 
ing to the best of their abilities; but, like 
the majority of the Saints elsewhere, 
their means are very limited; and when 
I look at the circumstances of many f 
them, I feel thankful to my Heavenly 
Father that they have faith to accom- 
plish what they do. 

This Conference is now composed of 
six Branches, numbering 334 members. 
It extends into four counties—Hamp- 
shire, Wiltshire, Sussex, and Surrey. 


The Branches are from fifteen to thirty 


miles apart, and keep our legs in first- 
rate travelling order. 

Our out-door preaching, will, I think, 
result in good: we have very respect- 
able congregations. Our in-door meet- 
ings are generally well attended. We 
have baptized a few lately, and have 
several more ready. 

The brethren in the ministry are one 
with me, and are spirited in their out- 
door preaching. Some of the Saints 
are striving with energy to free them- 
sélves from these lands. Some have 
been waiting for the “ good time com- 
ing,” and depending upon the Lord, or 
somebody else, to pay their passa 
but they now understand that He helps 
those who help themselves, and they 
are consequently turning their atien- 
tion to the Emigration Fund. 


Praying for the blessings of heaven 


to rest upon you to strengthen in 
your labours, I remain your brother in 


BE. 


| 
| 
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SCANDINAVIAN MISSION. 
Copenhagen, July 20, 1861. 


President Cannon. 

Dear Brother,—Since our Half-Yearly 
Report, there has been a goodly number 
baptized, notwithstanding the busy time 
of year. People in the country are very 
much engaged in their fields; conse- 

uently, the Elders have not access to 
them as they have in the winter season. 
The most of the meetings are held on 
Sunday, and are well attended by 
Saints and strangers. In some places 
the spirit of persecution is manifest. 
Brother C. A. Madsen informs me that 
it is impossible to hold meetings in their 
hall in Aalborg. The mob appear to 
be determined to break them up every 
time they attempt it. The work there, 
however, is onward. In the District 
over which he presides they have bap- 
tized eighty since report. 

The Saints generally are desirous of 
gathering out of Babylon. Were there 
sufficient means to emigrate the whole 
of them, none would: be left behind, 
untess it were by counsel. 

In the Norrkoping Conference, in 
Sweden, they have baptized 
since report, and organised a Branc 
with sixteen members. Muny are be- 
lieving. 

In Copenhagen we are baptizing every 
week, and, from present appearances, 
I trust there will be a greater number 
this quarter than in the previous. 

The prospect in all the Conferences for 
the spread of the work is favourable. 

Brother Petersen, whom I sent to 
Hamburg, baptized one in Kiel when 
on his way. I have printed a small 
tract in German, and sent him 1,000 
copies to circulate among the people as 
soon as circumstances will admit of it. 
Thope that it may result in good. 

With kind love to you and Presidents 
Lyman and Rich, I remain yours truly, 


JOHN Van Corr. 


Aalborg, Jutland, July 10, 1861. 
President Cannon. 
Dear Brother,— Thinking a word from 
Denmark would be acceptable, I send 
ou a few lines. Since my arrival, I 
ave become acquainted with many of 
the Saints on the island of Zealand and 
the peninsular portion of this little 


kingdom. I find them kind and warm- 
hearted, and very anxious to gather to 
the Mcuntain Hive. Asa general thing 
the rural population are the most ready 
to receive the Gospel. Many of the 
town’speople take especial pains to 
evince a proper resentment towards the 
Elders and the truths they bear. 

The pulpit and press, in many places, 
cordially unite for the purpose of 
crushing out ‘* Mormonism ;” but as they 
make use of old exploded objections, and 
sometimes condesceud to miserable mis- 
representation, it is not strange that 
their progress in the labour they have 
undertaken is entirely stationary. The 
Government Established Church (the 
Lutheran), although supported by the 
people, is still an indirect burden upon 
the State, who maintain the Universities 
where the priests are educated. As 
the priests are very grateful to Govern- 
ment for their advancement, they would 
show their patriotism by condemning us 
to hell (nct profanely), if they had the 
power ; but they have so long used only 
the form of godliness, that their anathe- 
mas are as powerless to injure as their 
perverted ordinances are to save. The 
Saints, so far as my knowledge extends, 
are feeling well; and wherever I meet 


them I find them looking forward to 


next year’s emigration, with prayers 
that it may prove to them the day of 


their deliverance. 


Our numbers are steadily increasing, 
and so I trust is our power to do good. 
The influence of the powers of darkness 
is very perceptible in this northern land. 
We are anticipating a time of rejoicing 


upon the arrival of Presidents Lyman 


and Rich. 

With kind regards to brethren and 
friénds, I am your brother in the Gospel 
covenant, 

Jesse N, Smita. 


Vensyssel, Hjorring, July 14, 1961. 
President George Q. Cannon. 

Dear Brother,—Our numbers are 
swelling The vacant places 
of our emigrated brethren and sisters are 
nearly supplied. Since their departure, 
we have baptized 109 persons 10 | 
Conference, and have already bap 
between sixty and severfty since 
20th of May; and we are sanguine re. 
we shall have quite as many baptized 
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the expiration of this quarter as during | are being felt in the head (U. 8.) of the 
the last. |“ old harlot,” and rapidly extending to 
[have been very busy lately travelling | all her limbs like a contagious disease. 
and preaching through the Branches. I I am truly happy to see the readiness 
attended five meetings last week, and a/ of our wealthy ob Bs in this section 
ly number were baptized in those | of country to promote this great cause; 
places by the brethren. Our meetings | and God will not forget them, but will 
areever crowded. Baptism is the order | bless them abundantly. 
of the day ; next, emigration. Nobod Brother Madsen is working eager] 
is going to tarry who can go. Although | for the “ grand exodus” that will, in 
the gloomy clouds that were hanging | probability, take place in this country 
over this nation have as it were dis-| next year. He writes from Aalbor 
appeared for a season, the fields look | that whole Branches and Districts wi 
better than they did inthe spring, pro- | be rooted up next year, if all matters 
mising a rich harvest. The war is put | turn as favourable as expected. 
of to a further date. Still this small| I am, dear brother, your humble 
nation does really feel its share of the | fellow-labourer, | 
-perplexities and convulsive throes that A. CHRISTENSEN. 
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Nartes.— Nearly 500 brigands still | Governor Jackson, but the Federal troops 
threaten Avellino: about 50 have been | Were endeavouring to intercept them. 
made prisoners. Several communes in the | Federal troops, by order of General Lyon, 
Terra di Lavoro have been attacked by | entered the office of a Secession journal in 
brigands, who were, however, repulsed. The | St. Louis, seized the type, and forbade its 
Popolo d'Italia asserts that the reactionary | Publication, ‘Terrible tornadoes had swept 
movement is extending in Calabria. over New Hampshire and Illinois, unroofing 

rout, robberies have of late become frequent 
in the Lebanon, and, in certain parts, fields eeserty. ; 


of Barley had been set fire to. On learning : | 

these facts, the Sultan despatched a corpsof | = 

men for the purpose of protecting the pe ith felt 
arvest and maintaining tranquility in the severely in Montreal andl Ottowa city, where 


country. 
C oe chimneys were shaken down and walls split 
HINAA— The Pays announces that by the shock. 


ce is about to establish a ‘‘ corps occu- ; | 
pation in China.” 1,200 men $4 to be St. Domineo.—A private letter of the 
stationed in China, and a smaller force in | 29th ult. from St. Domingo contains the fol- 
Tien-sin. The Presse states that a sea- | lowing :—‘ The Dominican General Tavera 


quake has caused great devastation on the | took possession of Neyba, one of ”. - 


of Sineo. 778 persons perished. rtant towns in the west of the rep 

New Zeatanp.—There are threatening The Spaniards resolved to expel him from 
accounts from the north. The military | it. For that purpose they organized cg 
force at Taranaki was to be reduced to 700 | expeditionary column, from which the Do- 
or 800. . The Southern natives are repre- | minican element was a excluded. 
sented as anxious for peace, but.a general | The climate did its work upon tae — 
state of uncertainty seems to have prevailed. | »nd before they reached Neyba the Span 

American Srares.—Intelligence from | column: that had set out from Azna 
New York states that a battle took oo more than decimated. The soldiers 

,200 


at Carthage, Missouri, on July 5th. down exhausted in the line of march, and 
Federal ‘cous attacked 4,000 Seceders. | the military rolls can alone mee = 


There had been brisk skirmishang near | axpedition cost the Spaniards. 
Laurelhill, Western Virginia, the soon reinforced by troops that 
Federals and Seceders. Skirmishing in | filled sixteen transports. The a. 
issouri continues active. Large Bodies of | were ultimately forced to ee oy 

onists were reported to be jounng after many casualties in killed 


